Spinal syphilis: the problem of fluorescent treponemal antibody in the cerebrospinal fluid.
Spinal manifestations of syphilis are now uncommon. Three adults with presumptive nontabetic spinal syphilis are presented. This paper should serve as a reminder to physicians that cases of late syphilis continue to occur and may be manifested as obscure spinal syndromes and be misdiagnosed unless the possibility of syphilis is constantly kept in mind. Some of the clinical dilemmas associated with the reactivity of fluorescent treponemal antibody in the cerebrospinal fluid are discussed,